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Bylaws of  
Ribbons & Souls Square Dance Club 
A California Nonprofit Organization 

 
ARTICLE I - NAME 

The name of this organization shall be Ribbons & Souls Square Dance Club. 

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE 
The Ribbons & Souls Square Dance Club is a nonprofit organization formed to provide 
facilities and events at which members may enjoy square dancing in the spirit of 
friendliness and cooperation. 

ARTICLE Ill - MEMBERSHIP 
Section 1 - Membership is open to all adult square dancers who are proficient at the 
Social Square Dancing level or higher with the approval of a majority of the 
Membership Committee. 
Section 2 - The Membership Committee is composed of a chairman appointed by the 
President/s, the Class Coordinator/s, and Past President/s who are active members. 
Section 3 - The official membership list is maintained by the Treasurer. 
Section 4 - An active member is one who has paid membership dues. Only active 
members may vote at General and Board Meetings. 

Section 5 - No officer or member of the Ribbons & Souls Square Dance Club is entitled 
to any pecuniary gain from association with this group. Labor, of any description, shall 
be donated by the members. 
Section 6 - There shall be two classes of Club membership: 

a. Member. 
b. Nondancing Member. 

' 

Member: A person who has paid annual dues and assessments by the due 
date and is entitled to vote on the business of the Club. 
Nondancing Member: A non-voting former member who, for reasons beyond his or        
her control, is no longer able to participate in Club activities and has requested 
this classification. Nondancing members shall pay an annual fee as set by the 
Board. 
Nondancing members may participate in all Club activities by donating or 
paying the normal fee. 

ARTICLE IV - DUES 
Section 1 - The annual per person membership dues shall be determined by an 
affirmative vote of a majority of the active members attending a General Meeting. Any  
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proposed change in dues must be published in the newsletter at least one month before 
the meeting.  
Section 2 - Annual club dues cover the period July 1 to June 30 and are payable at the 
spring General Meeting.  

ARTICLE V • BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Section 1 - The Board of Directors shall consist of the elected officers, the past 
President/s who are active members, and the holders of the appointed positions. 
Section 2 - The Board of Directors shall be responsible for making policy for the club 
and for planning and carrying out activities. 
Section 3 - The members of the Board of Directors are expected to attend meetings of 
the Board and encouraged to attend dances and classes. 
Section 4 - The Directors shall not be personally liable for the debts, liabilities, or other 
obligations of the Organization. 

ARTICLE VI • MEETINGS 
Section 1 - Board meetings shall be held once a month at the President/s's discretion. 
Board meetings are open to all active members. 
Section 2 - There will be a minimum of two (2) General Meetings held each year; one in 
the spring for elections and one in the fall. Additional General Meetings may be called at 
the President/s discretion. 
Section 3 - A quorum for a General or Board Meeting is 50% of the elected officers 
provided that either the President/s or Vice President/s is present. 
Section 4 - Each active member shall have one vote at Board and General Meetings. 
Members must be present in order to vote. When electronic connection to a meeting is 
feasible, members participating electronically will be considered present and eligible to 
vote. 
 

ARTICLE VII - OFFICERS 
Section 1 - The elected officers of the Ribbons & Souls Square Dance Club are: 
President/s  Secretary/s A Square D Delegate Callers & Cuers 
Vice President/s Treasurer  Class Coordinator/s  Newsletter Editor 
Section 2 - Duties of the officers are as follows: 

A - President/s - presides at General and Board of Directors meetings; is an ex- 
officio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee; and 
appoints, with the approval of the Board of Directors, the chairmen of all 
committees except the Nominating Committee. 
B - Vice President/s - assumes the duties of the President/s in his absence.  If   
the President/s is unable to serve his full term, the Vice President/s shall hold the 
office of President/s with all the duties thereof until the next election. 
C - Secretary/s - records the minutes of all General and Board meetings and 
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notifies the members of the Board of all meetings. 
D - Treasurer - is the custodian of all funds and collects and disburses all 
monies; presents a financial report at each Board and General meeting; and 
maintains the official membership list. 

E - A Square D Delegate - attends meetings of Associated Square Dancers (A 
Square D) and reports on them to the Board of the Ribbons & Souls. 
F - Class Coordinator/s - organizes and oversees Social Square Dancing, 
Basic, Mainstream and Plus square dance classes, keeping a record of 
students and regularly communicating with them. 
G - Callers & Cuers - schedule and contract with callers and cuers for all club 
dances in accordance with guidelines established by the Board. 
H - Newsletter Editor - publishes a monthly club newsletter and distributes it to 
members. 

Section 3 - In addition to the elected officers, the Board may designate Appointed 
Positions and Jobs to carry out specific tasks and appoint active members to fulfill these 
responsibilities.  Job descriptions for all Elected Officers, Appointed Positions, and jobs 
will be maintained by the President/s and made available to members. 
Section 4 - Officers must be active members of the club. 

ARTICLE VIII - ELECTIONS 
Section 1 - The Nominating Committee shall prepare a slate of officers, which must be 
approved by the Board of Directors and published in the newsletter at least one month 
before the spring General Meeting. The slate shall be presented at the General 
Meeting in the spring, when elections will be held; at this time nominations may be 
made from the floor. 
Section 2 - The Nominating Committee shall consist of the last available active past 
President/s as chairman and two members selected by the chairman. 
Section 3 - All officers are elected by a majority of the active members present at the 
General Meeting in the Spring, provided that a quorum is present. The term of office is 
one (1) year; officers assume their duties July 1. The installation of officers will take 
place as soon after the election as is convenient and before July 1. 
Section 4 - Voting shall be by show of hands or secret ballot at the President/s 
discretion. 
Section 5 - If an elected position becomes vacant after the spring General Meeting, the 
existing Board may elect an active club member to fill the remaining term. 

ARTICLE IX - AMENDMENTS 
The Bylaws may be amended by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the active members present 
at a General Meeting, provided a quorum is present. Any proposed amendment must         
be approved at a Board Meeting and published in the newsletter at least one month 
before the General Meeting. 
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ARTICLE X - SOLICITATIONS 
There shall be no charitable solicitations by outside organizations at Ribbons & Souls 
square dances. Donations for dance attendance by square dance organizations shall 
not be considered a charitable solicitation.  Requests for donations to individuals, 
groups or organizations are not part of club activity. 

ARTICLE XI - HONORARY MEMBERSHIPS 
The Board of Directors may vote to designate as Honorary Members persons who have 
performed outstanding service to the Club and are not active members. 

ARTICLE XII - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 
Robert's Rules of Order shall govern cases that are not covered by the By-Laws. The 
club will purchase a copy, which shall be held by the Parliamentarian. 

ARTICLE XIII - DISSOLUTION 
The property of this club is irrevocably dedicated to recreational and educational 
purposes and no part of the net income or assets of this club shall ever inure to the 
benefit of any officer, chairman or member thereof or to the benefit of any private 
person. Upon dissolution or winding up of the club, any assets remaining after 
payment, or provision for payment, of all debts and liabilities of the club shall be 
distributed to a nonprofit fund, foundation, organization, or corporation which is 
organized and operated exclusively for recreational and educational purposes and 
which has established its tax-exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code. The 
distribution of such assets shall be decided by the Board. 
 

CERTIFICATE 
 
We certify that we are the duly elected and acting President and Treasurer of the 
Ribbons & Souls Square Dance Club, a California nonprofit organization; that these 
Bylaws, consisting of 4 pages, are the Bylaws of this Organization are effective as of 
May 22, 2023, adopted by the Board of Directors on May 22, 2023; and that these 
Bylaws have not been amended or modified since that date. 
 
Executed on May 22, 2023 at Culver City, California. 

 
 
______________________________ 
President 
 
 
______________________________ 
Treasurer 

 


